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Matthew 18: 1-9 amp 

At that time the disciples came up and asked Jesus, Who then is [really] the greatest in 

the kingdom of heaven? 
2 

And He called a little child to Himself and put him in the midst of them, 
3 

And said, Truly I say to you, unless you repent (change, turn about) and become like 

little children [trusting, lowly, loving, forgiving], you can never enter the kingdom of 

heaven [at all]. 
4 

Whoever will humble himself therefore and become like this little child [trusting, 

lowly, loving, forgiving] is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
5 

And whoever receives and accepts and welcomes one little child like this for My sake 

and in My name receives and accepts and welcomes Me. 
6 

But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in and acknowledge and 

cleave to Me to stumble and sin [that is, who entices him or hinders him in right 

conduct or thought], it would be better (more expedient and profitable or 

advantageous) for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be 

sunk in the depth of the sea. 
7 

Woe to the world for such temptations to sin and influences to do wrong! It is 

necessary that temptations come, but woe to the person on whose account or by whom 

the temptation comes! 
8 

And if your hand or your foot causes you to stumble and sin, cut it off and throw it 

away from you; it is better (more profitable and wholesome) for you to enter life 

maimed or lame than to have two hands or two feet and be thrown into everlasting fire. 
9 

And if your eye causes you to stumble and sin, pluck it out and throw it away from 

you; it is better (more profitable and wholesome) for you to enter life with only one eye 

than to have two eyes and be thrown into the hell (Gehenna) of fire. 

 

V1 & 2) Being great in the Kingdom is to fulfill your call. e.g. An evangelist will want to 

take a million people to heaven with him. To illustrate this Jesus sits a little child in the 

midst of them. A child is humble, trusting, loving, teachable and forgiving. 

 

V3) He wants us to be changed and turned around. (Converted) God wants us to be 

obedient to His plan and call for our lives and it’s up to us to seek Him and find out what 

that is. 

 

V4) So Jesus was comparing a little child with all its’ characteristics (humble, trusting, 

loving, teachable and forgiving) the same as a person who receives Jesus and is a doer of 

His Word as being the greatest in the Kingdom of God. 

 

Psalm 1:1-3 

Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way 

of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 
2 

But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 



 
 

3 
And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in 

his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 

 

Luke 11:9-13 
9 

And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it 

shall be opened unto you. 
10 

For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that 

knocketh it shall be opened. 
11 

If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone? or if he 

ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? 
12 

Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 
13 

If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more 

shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? 

 

So the disciples’ question was.  (Matthew 18:1) Who is the greatest in the Kingdom of 

Heaven? And Jesus answer was, Matthew 18:4 “Whoever will humble himself therefore 

and become like this little child [trusting, lowly, loving, forgiving] is greatest in the 

kingdom of heaven.” 

By humbling yourselves as a little child. (He didn’t say childish.) 

 

There are 3 attributes of a little child: 

#1 – He trusts Mom & Dad 

#2 – Quick to Forgive 

#3 – Totally Teachable - Humble 

 

In Matthew 18:6 when Jesus uses the word offence He is talking about false doctrine. 

“But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in and acknowledge and cleave 

to Me to stumble and sin [that is, who entices him or hinders him in right conduct or 

thought], it would be better (more expedient and profitable or advantageous) for him to 

have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be sunk in the depth of the sea.” 

Jesus puts a lot of value on someone who is all trusting, humble, loving, teachable and 

forgiving. This verse is especially fitting for the world we live in today because there is 

much false doctrine and half truths taught. These teachings are too numerous to go into 

but NOTE: The Holy Spirit is your “ONLY” inoculation against deception. He is part of 

the God Head who is here now teaching and guiding us into all truth. He is the promise of 

the Father. (Luke 24:49) 

 

John 16:13-15 
13 

Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he 

shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will 

shew you things to come. 
14 

He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 
15 

All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and 

shall shew it unto you. 



 
 

In Matthew 18:7 “Woe to the world for such temptations to sin and influences to do 

wrong! It is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the person on whose account or 

by whom the temptation comes!” 

Holy Spirit is not an “It”. He is the 3
rd

 person of the Godhead. When He came to earth He 

brought His own language from heaven, because there is no earthly language that can 

compare to or articulate His heavenly language. Also, if we are baptized in the Holy 

Spirit when we pray in tongues we pray out the MYSTERIES OF GOD. 

1 Corinthians 14:2  

“For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no 

man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.” 

 One of these mysteries is, “The Mystery of Lawlessness,” in which Holy Spirit will 

eventually straighten out our doctrine to line up with His. Holy Spirit will also teach us 

who we are in Christ and what our place is. Mystery means: a spiritual truth even the 

mystery which has been hid from ages and generations but now is made manifest to His 

saints. 

 

If we are in Christ, then we are His temple. 

1 Corinthians 3:16-18a 
16 

Do you not discern and understand that you [the whole church at Corinth] are God’s 

temple (His sanctuary), and that God’s Spirit has His permanent dwelling in you [to be at 

home in you, collectively as a church and also individually]? 
17 

If anyone does hurt to God’s temple or corrupts it [with false doctrines] or destroys it, 

God will do hurt to him and bring him to the corruption of death and destroy him. For the 

temple of God is holy (sacred to Him) and that [temple] you [the believing church and its 

individual believers] are. 
18 

Let no person deceive himself. 

 

Note these verses do not mean just smoking etc…although smoking is wrong just like 

gluttony is wrong and harmful to the body. These verses are talking about your spirit 

being led by corruptive and destructive false doctrines which will hurt you. 

 

Matthew 18:8-9 

And if your hand or your foot causes you to stumble and sin, cut it off and throw it away 

from you; it is better (more profitable and wholesome) for you to enter eternal life 

maimed or lame than to have two hands or two feet and be thrown into everlasting fire. 
9 

And if your eye causes you to stumble and sin, pluck it out and throw it away from you; 

it is better (more profitable and wholesome) for you to enter life with only one eye than 

to have two eyes and be thrown into the hell (Gehenna) of fire. 

 

Jesus wasn’t talking about literally cutting off your hands or your feet or to pluck out 

your eyes. His ministry was to heal people, restore them and raise them from the dead. So 

He would have been contradicting Himself. No, what He was teaching was that if there 

was any false doctrine, heresy or half truths in you or if you were walking in sin such as 

in Galatians 5:19-21 and other earthly lusts and pleasures and these would cause these 



 
 

little ones to fall, then He was saying cut them off and get them out of your life as fast as 

you can rather than to live with them and be cast into hell fire. (V8 & 9) For the full 

image of Jesus’ teaching on this read and meditate all of Matthew 18: 

 

God is a God of love and He wants us to walk a holy life. We can do this because of 

Romans 5:5-6 “And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad 

in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 
6 

For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.” 

The world needs us to show them the love of God. 

We love you and want to thank you for your prayer and financial support. 

 

If you need prayer, log onto our website at www.rotm.ca or phone us at (647) 692-7686.  

 

You can also watch our videos on You tube by typing in: Mike O’Brien Hell. Subscribe 

to Mike’s channel and be notified when new videos are ready to watch. 

 

To order our paperback books please call: 647-692-7686 or download FREE of charge 

from our website. 

From Darkness to Light  (Available in English and French) 

The story of Mike’s life coming out of the total depths of defeat as a drug addict to totally 

delivered and preaching the truth of God’s Word. 

Suggested gift of $10.00 plus $3.00 shipping. 

 

To Hell and Back  (Available in English, French and Spanish) 

Mike’s experience of dying on an overdose of drugs and going to hell. 

This is a great evangelistic tool. 

Suggested gift of $3.50 plus $2.00 shipping. 

 

Christianity 101 (Available in English and French) 

Bringing Christians back to the basics. It is a guide, and starting point and a refresher 

course all in one.  

Available on the website only. 

 

Scriptures & Confessions to Walk in Health (Available in English and French) 

Short prayers and scriptures to declare over yourself as you walk out your healing. 

Available on the website only. 

 

Revival of Truth Ministries is not a registered charity so please make your cheque 

payable to Mike O’Brien. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

 

Rev. Mike & Donna O’Brien 

http://www.rotm.ca/

