
 
 

November 2013 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
I see many people in the body of Christ hurt by offences and not recognizing it or not 
knowing how to get free, so my subject today is offences. 
 
DEALING WITH OFFENCE 
One of the most beautiful and promising, potential kings lost everything -his calling and 
even his life, because he couldn't deal with an offence. His name was Absalom. Only the 
Lord knows how many believers are locked into ineffectiveness and robbed of the joy of 
the Lord due to offence. Many relationships that were once close and cherished have 
been devastated and others are fraught with suspicion because of an underlying offence. 
This should not surprise us since Jesus foretold in Matt. 24:10, that in the end times many 
will be offended, and even further that this state of offence will make them susceptible to 
false prophets. Even more shocking is the fact that many are stumbled and fall away 
because they are offended with the Lord! 
 
Matt. 11:6 
And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me. 
 
TAKING THE BAIT  
Much insight can be gained just from understanding the meaning of the Greek word 
"skandalon", from which the English word offence is derived. This word "skandalon" 
was used to describe the part of a trap where the bait was attached. If the prey took the 
bait, it would set off the trap and the "taker" became the victim. Once entrapped, the 
victim becomes subject to the intention of the trapper.  
From this it becomes clear that offence is one of the primary baits which Satan uses to 
entrap believers. Once in his trap he can easily subject them to anger, resentment and 
criticism -bringing division and rebellion. This of course also robs them of joy and 
spiritual usefulness. So, we must learn to recognize the bait and not take it; and if we do,  
learn how to deal with it. May the words, "Don't take the bait," arise in our hearts 
whenever potential offence looms. 
 
THOSE USEFUL TO GOD NEEDED TO OVERCOME OFFENCE  
While offences are inevitable and often prove to be negative, we find that the Lord's most 
useful servants had to learn to overcome offence and eventually these experiences 
perfected them for greater usefulness. The reader may wish to study these and other 
examples in detail -we will only take the time to refer briefly to a few. 
 
DEALING WITH OFFENCES IS CRITICAL IN THESE DAYS 
Consider why Jesus said that offences would become more common in these last days 
(Matt. 24:10). When the intensity of God's move is accelerating there is a greater 
tendency for misunderstanding. One of the scripture passages that seems to describe 
today is Josh. 3:4-5, "we have never gone this way before." When we are called to 



 
 

moving beyond the range of our understanding the offence potential rises.  
2 Tim 3:13; 1 Peter 5:8-9 and other scriptures indicate that the enemy's attacks will be 
increasing, and certainly offence will always be one of his primary tools.  
At the same time, the Lord wants to prepare and refine us for our work in the final 
harvest (Heb. 12:5-6). As we will see later, offence brings to the surface untransformed 
aspects of our inner being. This allows offence to be a way the Lord can discipline and 
refine us. If we will allow His light to shine and His hand to work, the experience of 
offence can actually speed up our growth and transformation. 
I urge you to pray in the Holy Spirit as much and as often as you can. 
 
1 Cor. 14:4 
He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church. 
 
We will become the super structure within our inner man, a mature man in Christ not 
allowing the enemy to take us out. In fact praying in the spirit will allow the Holy Spirit 
to pray the mind of Christ through our minds overf and over and over, leaving no room 
for offence. John 16:13-15 
 
THE NATURE OF OFFENCE 
Let us look more carefully at the nature of offence. We find that the foundational aspect 
of offence lies in the fact that another person, or perhaps God Himself, took action or 
made a statement which is contrary to our desires or expectation. While we generally 
assume that the action was wrong or unwarranted, the basic truth is that our expectations 
or interests were not met, or we felt that our integrity was affronted.  
Immature Christians and religious people are easily offended. They think that they have 
worked hard to be and do right, and they expect the same of everyone else.  
When in a state of offence we presume that the offender did us  
wrong and therefore they owe us something. They owe us an apology, or some  
kind of recompense, at the very least they should be ashamed of themselves.  
Thus we make them indebted to us.  
We easily become consumed with our case against the offender. It is easy to become a 
"night time lawyer." As we toss and turn on our beds we turn the case over and over, 
gaining evidence to vindicate our grievance. By morning we have assigned to ourselves 
the role of judge and are demanding vindication. In this way we can have our own private 
lawsuit, which is actually the basis of many actual lawsuits. 
 
1 Cor. 6: 1-8 
Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the unrighteous, 
and not before the saints? 2 Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? 
And if the world will be judged by you, are you unworthy to judge the smallest 
matters? 3 Do you not know that we shall judge angels? How much more, things that 
pertain to this life? 4 If then you have judgments concerning things pertaining to this 
life, do you appoint those who are least esteemed by the church to judge? 5 I say this 
to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you, not even one, who 



 
 

will be able to judge between his brethren? 6 But brother goes to law against 
brother, and that before unbelievers!7 Now therefore, it is already an utter failure 
for you that you go to law against one another. Why do you not rather accept 
wrong? Why do you not rather let yourselves be cheated? 8 No, you yourselves do 
wrong and cheat, and you do these things to your brethren!  
 
We must be aware that the potential for offence is much greater with those we love and 
are close to. The man on the street will rarely offend us because we don't expect anything 
from him. When someone speaks very highly of me I tend to become just a little uneasy 
because this person unknowingly may be developing too high expectations for my 
continuing performance. What will happen if I do something wrong or contrary to those  
expectations?  
We must allow for the fact that everyone, except the Lord, will at times make mistakes or 
let us down. David had learned this from experience and therefore in Psalm 118:8 he 
said, "It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in man." Isaiah declared, 
"Stop trusting in man, who has but a breath in his nostrils." Isaiah 2: 22.  
 
Matt. 6: 14-15 
14 “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive 
you. 15 But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father 
forgive your trespasses.” 
 
THE DANGEROUS STATE OF OFFENCE  
Assuming we were actually done wrong and the other party is at fault, what shall we do? 
We have a choice -hold them to account, or forgive. But we need to realize that when we 
do not forgive, we place ourselves in a state of unforgiveness. This can become very 
serious. We must be aware that in a state of unforgiveness we shut ourselves off from  
God's forgiveness (Matt. 6:14; 18:35). When we are unforgiving we become unforgiven, 
and when we are unforgiven we cannot find the grace to forgive. Only when this cycle is 
broken can we regain our joy and the sense of God's presence. Only then can the Spring 
of living water within us flow freely. This may well be the reason why so few believers 
enjoy the full anointing which is promised to us.  
When we are offended with someone, our eyes no longer see their positive qualities and 
our hearing becomes filtered with our critical thoughts. This is why some persons who 
once spoke and thought highly of each other can now only judge and criticize each other.  
Furthermore, this state of offence yields a harvest of anger, frustration, suspicion, 
ineffectiveness, and falling away (Matt.13:21). This is why many who have been useful 
and effective in the past are no longer productive. Consider yourself -when you are 
offended, are you still overflowing with life and usefulness?  
Offence may also lie behind much sickness -mental and physical . Many are spiritually 
sick due to offence. James 5: 16 tells us to confess our sins (offences) one to another so 
that we may be healed. When we are offended, our nervous system, our appetite, our 
sleep and our entire well-being is affected.  
Another danger we face while in a state of offence is seen in Matt. 24 where Jesus 



 
 

follows His word about offence with a warning. He states that many false prophets would 
arise and deceive many. When we hold an offence we immediately become more subject 
to being deceived by a false prophet. Suppose I have a grievance toward a brother or a 
church, or am offended by the action of a leader. Then someone offers a critical word 
about that person or church. My ability to objectively discern that word will be greatly 
diminished. In this state many will be easily deceived. 
 
THE PURPOSE AND VALUE OF OFFENCE  
While offence appears to be a negative experience, God in His sovereignty can use it for 
great gain. When we are working through an offence we learn access to a much deeper 
experience of His love, forgiveness and sovereignty (Rom. 2:4). Just as unforgiveness 
shuts us off from God's forgiveness, so forgiveness brings renewed and deeper accesses  
to God's forgiveness. The more forgiven the greater and deeper the love (Luke 7: 43).  
Offence is useful to expose the inner nature of our hearts and to bring cleansing through 
the washing that comes from repentance (Rom. 9:33; 1 Peter 2:8; Matt. 15:13).  
Job came to realize that God's intention in testing (often done through offences) is to 
purify and refine until we come forth as gold (Job 23:10).  
If things go our way and everyone agrees with us, we do not realize our pride and self 
reliance. When we react in anger toward another person, we tend to use the childish 
excuse, "Look what you made me do!" But we must realize that what they said or did, 
didn't create our anger. It simply brought to the surface what is already in us. If we take 
ownership for that anger, confess it, and ask the Holy Spirit to root it out of our inner  
being, letting the flesh be crucified, the next time our reaction will be quite different.  
When they hurled insults at Jesus He did not retaliate; when He suffered He made no  
threats. Instead He entrusted Himself to Him who judges justly (1 Peter 2: 23). Am I 
there yet? The following verses show how God needs to expose our real inward 
condition: 
 
Heb. 12:6 
For whom the LORD loves He chastens, And scourges every son whom He receives. 
 
Question: How do I come out of the place of offence? (You admit that you took the  
  bait and now you are trapped.) 
Answer: 1) Examine yourself. – 2 Cor. 13:5 amplified 
  2) Confess your sin. – 1 John 1:9 
  3) Repent and ask god to help you even if you have been wronged and if it 
  seems too difficult ask Holy Spirit to make you willing to be willing to  
  forgive. Ask Him to work with you. 
  4) Follow Holy Spirit instructions. 
  5) Rejoice. – Neh. 8:10 
 
Let us grasp the fact that when we are in a state of offence, the primary value lies not in 
what is wrong with the other person or what they should do or change. The greater value 
for me is to learn what my response is saying about me. What can I learn about the Lord 



 
 

and about myself in this experience? When I allow the Holy Spirit to reveal my condition 
and the need in my life, He can show me how far I am from His unconditional love and 
forgiveness. When I ask and receive His all sufficient grace, I gain the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. 
                                                                                                               
If you need prayer, log onto our website at www.rotm.ca or phone us at (647) 692-7686. 
We love you and pray God’s richest blessing on you. 
 
Visit Mike’s channel on YouTube and watch his videos. Subscribe to Mike’s channel and 
be notified when new videos are ready to watch. 
 
To order our paperback books please call: 647-692-7686 or download FREE of charge 
from our website. 
 
From Darkness to Light  (Now available in English and French) 
The story of Mike’s life coming out of the total depths of defeat as a drug addict to totally 
delivered and preaching the truth of God’s Word. 
Suggested gift of $10.00 plus $3.00 shipping. 
 
To Hell and Back  (Now available in English, French and Spanish) 
Mike’s experience of dying on an overdose of drugs and going to hell. 
This is a great evangelistic tool. (Available in Spanish this month.) 
Suggested gift of $3.50 plus $2.00 shipping. 
 
Christianity 101 (Available in English this month) 
Bringing Christians back to the basics. It is a guide, and starting point and a refresher 
course all in one. 
Suggested gift of $3.50 plus $2.00 shipping. 
 
Revival of Truth Ministries is not a registered charity so please make your cheque 
payable to Mike O’Brien. 
 
Yours in Christ 
 
Rev. Mike & Donna O’Brien 


